
 

5707 South Woodlawn Avenue  Chicago, IL 60637 

politics.uchicago.edu 

Foreign Policy Friday: Decoding US-Iran Relations 

Friday, May 29, 2015 12:00pm to 1:15pm 

University of Chicago’s Institute of Politics 

5707 S. Woodlawn Ave, Chicago, IL 60637 

 
Students Only/Off the Record 

 

About the Institute of Politics 

 

Created by former White House Senior Advisor and Obama campaign strategist David Axelrod 

(AB ’76), the Institute of Politics formally opened in January 2013.  The goal of the Institute is to 

enrich the political discourse and to help inspire a new generation of leaders by providing 

opportunities for students to engage with the leading public servants and political practitioners of 

our time. The Institute seeks to do this through three principal means: 1) Public lectures and panel 

discussions; 2) A program for visiting fellows; and 3) Student internships and civic engagement 

opportunities. Since launching in January 2013, the Institute has hosted more than 100 events 

featuring more than 200 distinguished speakers. 

 

About the International Policy Program 

 

The International Policy Program is a student-run, staff-advised program at the Institute of Politics 

launched in the fall of 2014 that aims to: 1) develop international policy related programming on 

campus and connect students with related opportunities off-campus; 2) connect students with career 

opportunities in international policy related areas in and out of Chicago; and 3) increase awareness 

of international affairs on campus by promoting discussion and actively engaging the student body 

to stay informed and get involved. 

 

Event Description 

 

After nearly four decades of mutual mistrust, the relationship between United States and Iran is entering a 

tantalizing new phase, where sharp contrasts in ideology are giving way to realpolitik. The fight against 

ISIS has presented an area of unexpected shared strategic interest between the two countries, only to be 

complicated by recent developments in Yemen. The deadline for a historic nuclear negotiation is quickly 

approaching, where both sides face significant political hurdles at home. How much has the pressure of 

falling oil price and tough sanctions compelled Iran to the bargaining table? Would recent unease between 

the U.S. and its traditional allies in Israel and Saudi Arabia affect American attitudes towards Iran? Does 

the election of President Rouhani in 2013 give reason for hope and optimism, or does the legacy of the 

1979 revolution still rule in Tehran?  

 

To explore the many elements in this dynamic relationship, proper U.S. policy, and what it means for the 

future of the region, we are joined by a panel of leading experts, including Dr. Rachel Bronson, 

Executive Director and Publisher of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, and former Senior Fellow at the 

Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Professor Hadi S. Esfahani, Professor of Economics at UIUC and 

founding member of the International Iranian Economic Association, and Professor Khalil Marrar, 

Professor of Political Science at Governors State University and author of “The Arab Lobby and US 

Foreign Policy.” 

 

This event is part of the International Policy Program's Foreign Policy Friday series. Lunch will be 

provided.  
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Event Overview 
 

Approximately 30 to 40 University of Chicago graduate and undergraduate students, including members 

of the IOP’s student-led International Policy Program, will attend an informal discussion at the Institute 

of Politics. The event will begin with each panelist making brief opening remarks, and engaging in a 

moderated conversation on this topic for a total duration of about 45 minutes. Thereafter, we will open the 

floor to questions from students.  Questions will likely involve the nuclear negotiations, Iranian economy 

and the use of sanctions, the geopolitics of oil, the fight against ISIS, the conflicts in neighboring ME 

countries (notably Iraq, Syria, Yemen), the roles of Saudi Arabia and Israel, and the effect of domestic 

politics on US-Iran relations.  

 

Format:    Moderated discussion with student Q&A 

Time:   12:00pm to 1:15pm 

Venue:   University of Chicago’s Institute of Politics 

   5707 S. Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, IL  

Media:   Off the record/Students only 

Attendees: University of Chicago undergraduate & graduate students 

 

 

Proposed Timetable: 

 

11:40 am Guests arrive at the Institute of Politics   

Greeted by IOP’s Christine Hurley 

Introduced to International Policy Program (IPP) student leaders 

 

12:00 pm Session Begins 

- Introduction by IPP student leader  

 

12:05 pm Guests make opening remarks on topic for about 7-10min each 

 

12:30 pm           Guests have moderated discussion on topic 

 

12:45 pm  Open the floor to questions from students 

 

1:10 pm Last question from the floor 

 

1:15 pm Q&A concludes/IPP student leader gives thanks and closes 

 

1:20 pm Guests depart the IOP 

 

 

Speaker Bios 

 

Dr.Rachel Bronson  

 

Executive Director and Publisher, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 

 

Rachel Bronson is the Executive Director and Publisher of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists where 

she oversees the publishing programs, the management of the Doomsday Clock, and a growing set of 

activities around nuclear weapons, nuclear energy, climate change and emerging technologies.  She also 



 

5707 South Woodlawn Avenue  Chicago, IL 60637 

politics.uchicago.edu 

serves as an adjunct professor for global energy at the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern.  

Before joining the Bulletin, she served for eight years at The Chicago Council on Global Affairs in a 

number of capacities including as: senior fellow, global energy; vice president of studies; and vice 

president of programs and studies. Prior to moving to Chicago, Bronson served as senior fellow and 

director of Middle East studies at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York. Bronson's book, 

Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia (Oxford University Press, 2006), has 

been translated into Japanese and was published in paperback in June 2008. Her writings have appeared 

in many publications including Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs, The National Interest, The New York 

Times, the Washington Post, and The Chicago Tribune. 

 

Professor Hadi Salehi Esfahani 

Professor of Economics and Business Administration, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

 

Professor Esfahani obtained his Bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from Tehran University in 

Iran, and his MA and PhD in economics from UC Berkeley. He joined UIUC faculty in 1984 and is 

currently Professor of Economics and Business Administration there. He is Editor-in-Chief of Quarterly 

Review of Economics and Finance, a Member of Board of Trustees at the Economics Research Forum, 

Founding Member of the International Iranian Economics Association, and former President of the 

Middle East Economics Association. His research focuses on the role of politics and governance in fiscal, 

labor, trade and regulatory outcomes, and has written extensively on Iranian society, economy and its 

relations to US policy. He served as Director of the Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at 

UIUC from 2009 to 2011, and prior to that Director of UIUC’s Global Studies Initiative. He was an 

Economist at the World Bank from 1994-1995 in its Policy Research Department.  

 

Professor Khalil Marrar  

Professor of Political Science, Governors State University  

Professor Marrar is a Professor of Politics and Justice Studies at Governors State University. His research 

focuses on the intersection of public policy and foreign affairs, and Arab and Muslim diasporas, 

particularly their policy preferences. He is author of The Arab Lobby and US Foreign Policy: The Two 

State Solution, and is currently working on a book entitled Middle East Conflicts: The Basics, to be 

published in 2015 with Routledge. He has served in editorial positions at the Arab Studies Quarterly and 

the Association of Arab-American University Graduates. He also teaches American, global, comparative, 

and Middle East politics. He appears frequently on WTTW’s Chicago Tonight, as well as NBC5 and 

Fox32 in Chicago commenting on Middle Eastern affairs and US foreign policy.   


